Hundreds | 

\ 

gave data, | 

some paid I 
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A network of civilians re- ' 
cruited by the Chicago Police 
Intelligence Division infil- 
trated and informed on a ; 
broad range of commimity, po- 
litical, educational and reli- 
gious groups during the last 
six years. 

Hundreds of persons have 
worked in the civilian spy pro- i 
^am, some of them providing | 
information only once or twice, ' 
others reporting regularly. 

The network is so vast that, j 
in some cases, police have re- 
ceived reports from three or 
four informers on meetings at- 
tended by no more than a 
dozen persons. 

IT APPEARS, from informa- 
tion obtained in a continuing 
Daily News investigation, that 
virtually no organization in ; 
Chicago — regardless of its ! 
purpose — is immune from the j 
informer network. 

The network is still oper- 
ating. . ^ 

The use of civilian spies is ■ 
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substantially larger and more j 
widespread than the pre- ! 
vipusly disclosed use of Chi- | 
cago police officers to Infil- j 
trate community organiza- ‘ 
tiohs. . j 

THE DAILY NEWS has i 
learned the identities of more | 
than a dozen civilian informers I 
and obtained copies of reports 1 
from Intelligence Division files 
revealing that several hundred 
other such informers exist. 

Civilians who either current- 
ly . are spying or who have 
spied were targeted against 
such groups as Catholic Char- 
ities, the Citizens Action Pro- 
gram, the Metropolitan Area 
Housing Alliance, various 
chmrch groups and some labor 
unions. , 

The Daily News disclosed 
last week that civilian inform- 
ers had infiltrated One group, 
the Alliance to End Repres- 
sion, which conducts federally 
funded projects aimed at po- 
lice, court and prison reform. 

Earlier this year, the CaliT 
forhia Supreme Court ruled 
that such police surveillance 
and infiltration was in viola- 
tion of the U.S. Constitution. 

And constitutional law ex- 
perts contacted by The Daily 
News a^eed that the use of ci- 
vilian informers by the Chi- 
cago Police Department 
abused the U.S. Constitution. 

INFORMERS ranged from 
grandmothers who believed 
they were serving their coun- 
try best by spying to a 



laiown member of the Nazi 
P.-ity ;n lilinoib. 

Some . persons volunteered 
their services to the police 
wi'Ue others were recruited — 
"y o'" them, at meetings of 
e: treble right-wing groups fre- 
■ a tid by ..ome members of 
Uii LntoUigence Division. 

some informers are paid in 
cash by police intelligence offi- 
cers while others, work without 
pay. Those who are paid rer 
c e i V e- a noininal . monthly 
amount. 

Informers are aligned a 
“confidential informant” num- 
ber which ip used to identify 
them in all police records. 
Their names appear in police 
files only one — in a ledger 
book kept in the Intelligence 
Division. 

INFORMERS are . assigned 
“coritrol officers,” members 
of the Police Intelligence Divi- 
sion who take verbal and writ- 
ten reports from the civilian 
spies and , turn them in on of- 
ficial police “interview re- 
ports.” 

Spies reach their control offi- 
cers by Calling an unlisted 
telephone at Navy Pier. 

When questioned at a press 
conference last weelt about 
spying by civilian informers, 
Police Supt. James M. Roch- 
ford angrily responded: 

“Is that illegal? Is that ille- 
gal? I ask you, is that illegal?” 
■Rochford added: “This de- 
partment has always respect- 
ed the Constitution of the 
United States. We’ll continue. 
What you have is a matter of 
opinion. I will meet iny obliga- 
tion whenever, whereever. 



and whatever I have to do.” | 

“bHERE IS absolutely no 
question and no matter of opin- 
said Stanford University 
constitutional law expert Prof, f 
A..--thor,y G. Amsterdam. 

“It is a gross and flagrant 
violation of the. Constitution to 
maintain a network of spies i 
.and infiltrators m groups ■ 
peacefully exercising their 
rights,” Amsterdam added. 

“The existence of this kind , 
of network is a hallmark of the ! 
kind of police state that the 
Bill of Rights is designed to , 
prevent any American govern- ! 
nient from maintaining,” he 
continued. 

Such an informer network is 
“very likely to have a chilling 
effect on First Amendment 
rights” of free speech and as- 
sociation, said tfniversity of ! 
Chicago constitutional law ex- i 
pert Prof. Gerhard Casper. 

“It, subverts the entire sys- 
t e m of American govern- 
ment,” Casper said. 

DAVID M. HAMLIN, execu- 
tive director of the Illinois Di- 
vision of the American Civil I 
Liberties Union (ACLU), 
called the police activity “ille- 
gal” and “alien to a democrat- 
ic society.” 

“I don’t understand how the 
superintendent can claim to 
have respect for the Con- 
stitution,” Hamlin said, “when i 
he continues to permit spies 
and informers to directly vio- 
late; the First Amendment 
rights of countless organiza- 
tions.” 




